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The Senate convened in pursuance of a proclamation of the President immediately on the adjournment of Congress, and after a few days, conlincd mainly to executive business, adjourned.
The early movements of Grant as President were very discouraging. His attempt to form a cabinet without consultation with anyone, and with very little knowledge, except social intercourse with the persons appointed, created a doubt that he would not be as successful as a President as ho had been as a general, a doubt that increased and became a conviction in the minds of many of his best friends. The appointments of Stewart and Boric were especially objectionable. George S. Uoutwcll was well fitted for the oflice of Secretary of the Treasury, to which ho was appointed after Stewart was excluded by the law. Washburno was a man of ability and experience, but he was appointed Secretary of State only for a brief time, and was succeeded by Hamilton 1'Msh. Mr. Fish was eminently qualified for that office, and during both of the terms of Grant discharged the duties of it with great ability and success. Jacob D. Cox, of Ohio, was an educated gentleman, a soldier of great merit, and an industrious and competent Secretary of the Interior.
The impression prevailed that the President regarded those heads of departments, invested by law with specific and independent duties, as mero subordinates, whose functions he might assume. This is not the true theory of our government. The President is intrusted by the constitution and laws with important powers, and so by law are the heads of departments. The President has no more right to control or exorcise the powers conferred by law upon them than they have to control him in the discharge of his duties. It is especially the custom of Congress to intrust to the Secretary of the Treasury specific powers over the currency, the public debt and the collection of the revenue. If ho violates or neglects his duty he is subject to removal by the President, or impeachment by the Houso of Representatives, but the President cannot exorcise or control the discretion reposed by law in the Secretary of the Treasury, or in any head or subordinate of any department of the government. This limitation of the power of the President, and the'pri^enlali\e nf Ihe oiiliononlrt in Ilioimrlh lo Hie wnr.    Urnnf  received  |!17 elrc Loral voles, and Seymmii' 7'J.
